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Deborah Wald of the Wald Law Group in San Francisco advises on same-sex marriage law. “We’re 
trying to anticipate as much as we can,” she said. Wald chairs the National Family Law Advisory Council 
for the National Center for Lesbian Rights. She blogs on the subject at debwald.blogspot.com.
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A July 9 report by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection placed the 
blame for last fall’s devastating wildfires on San Diego Gas & Electric Co.See Page 4 — PLAINTIFFS’
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Summaries and full texts appear in supplement

CIVIL LAW 
Civil Rights: Verdict finding that 
constitutional rights of former LAPD 
officers implicated in ‘Rampart 
Scandal’ were violated is upheld as 
supported by substantial evidence. 
Harper v. City of Los Angeles, 
U.S.C.A. 9th, DAR p. 10723

Constitutional Law: Award of treble 
damages plus maximum allowed civil 
penalties in False Claims Act case 
does not violate Eighth Amendment’s 
Excessive Fines Clause. United 
States v. Bourseau, U.S.C.A. 9th, DAR 
p. 10742

Environmental Law: Bureau of 
Land Management violates National 
Environmental Policy Act where it 
improperly analyzes effects of plan 
on land’s wilderness characteristics. 
Oregon Natural Desert Association 
v. Bureau of Land Management, 
U.S.C.A. 9th, DAR p. 10758

Family Law: Substantial evidence 
supports order declaring minor free 
from father’s parental custody and 
control. Allison C., A Minor, C.A. 4th/3, 
DAR p. 10693

Government: Santa Clara County 
Open Space Authority fails to 
show countywide assessment 
is ‘proportionate special benefit’ 
satisfying requirements of Proposition 
218. Silicon Valley Taxpayers 
Association Inc. v. Santa Clara County 
Open Space Authority, CA Supreme 
Court, DAR p. 10675

Insurance: Adjusted Gross Revenue 
Insurance Policy incorporates 
procedures outlined in Federal Crop 
Insurance Corp.’s Adjusted Gross 
Revenue Standards Handbook. 
Conrad v. Ace Property & Casualty 
Insurance Co., U.S.C.A. 9th, DAR p. 
10738

Prisoners’ Rights: Prisoner cannot 
proceed in forma pauperis if he 
incurred three ‘strikes’ from ‘bringing’ 
three actions that were ultimately 
‘dismissed.’ O’Neal v. Price, U.S.C.A. 
9th, DAR p. 10750

CRIMINAL LAW
Criminal Law and Procedure: Death 
sentence is affirmed where defendant 
concedes evidence did not raise 
doubt on issue of mental competence. 
People v. Romero, CA Supreme Court, 
DAR p. 10659

Criminal Law and Procedure: Police 
can resume custodial interrogations 
without readvising defendant of 
rights if subsequent interrogation is 
‘reasonably contemporaneous’ with 
prior waiver. People v. Stallworth, C.A. 
2nd/7, DAR p. 10698

Criminal Law and Procedure: In 
case involving spousal rape with 
force, trial court properly excludes 
defense expert’s testimony on ‘make-
up’ sex. People v. Sandoval, C.A. 3rd, 
DAR p. 10686

Criminal Law and Procedure: 
Court properly imposes more lenient 
sentence on defendant whose 
counterfeit ‘access cards’ gave 
customers free access to DirectTV. 
U.S. v. Whitehead, U.S.C.A. 9th, DAR 
p. 10733
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